Cathedral City High School IB Information Booklet
The IB Diploma Program is a comprehensive and challenging pre-university course that demands the best from both motivated students and teachers. This sophisticated curriculum covers a wide range of academic subjects and has stood the test of time for over half a million participants.

Universities recognize the outstanding qualities of IB Diploma Program students. Typically, diploma holders are ready to debate real-world issues from an international perspective and to provide leadership and support in the local and global community. They demonstrate a capacity for in-depth study while maintaining a broad perspective of the different subject areas. They are able to ask challenging questions but also know how to research a topic and express their opinion. They have a strong sense of their own culture and identity, as well as the ability to communicate in two or more languages with people who have a different viewpoint of the world.

IB is proud of their reputation for high -quality education, encouraging international-mindedness  and a positive attitude to learning in IB students, and ensuring accessibility to their programs.

Students can either sit for the complete IB Diploma (take 6 tests- 3 SL and 3 HL, complete 150 hours of CAS, write an Extended Essay and complete ToK) or take individual tests for certificates. All testing is done in May. The IBO sets the dates for each test.  Subjects are scored on a 1-7 scale with a further three points available for Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. Students who display good levels of performance across all six subjects and achieve a minimum of 24 points (out of 45 and within the parameters of Article 11-12) are awarded the diploma. All others receive a certificate for each subject completed. Other projects will be due at various times throughout the year according to each teacher.

Universities throughout the world give credit for IB certificates and up to one-year college credit for a full IB diploma student.

Cathedral City High School the only high school in the Palm Springs Unified School district offering IB courses.  We at CCHS are in the fifth year of offering the International Baccalaureate Program.
IB course offerings at CCHS consist of the following:

IB Biology SL/HL
IB Biology SL is a one-year college level course. It will provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context, stimulating and challenging students. It is organized into four parts (A-D below).

IB Biology HL is a two-year college level course. It is organized into five basic parts (A-E below).

A.  The Subject Specific Core (SSC)- 80 hours.   This is a

      block of five units covered in both SL and HL that

      introduces students to the broad fundamentals of

      biology.  However, it does not go into great depth in

      any particular topic.  If you have completed Honors

      Biology with a good grade, you should be familiar

      with many of the concepts covered and will develop

      even greater proficiency.


Students will cover the following core areas:




1. Cells




2. The Chemistry of Life




3. Genetics




4. Ecology




5. Human Health and Physiology

B. Internal Assessments (Labs)-SL-25-30 hours;

     HL-45-50 hours.


Labs will include enzyme activity, gel

          electrophoresis, DNA fingerprinting and eye,

          kidney and heart dissections.

C. The Group IV Project- 10-15 hours.  This is

          required for both SL and HL students.  This is a

          multi-disciplinary research project. Working with 

          the IB Chemistry class, students will investigate a

          scientific problem. This will allow students to


appreciate the environmental, social, and ethical

implications of science and also to understand the

limitations of scientific study.

D. Two Curriculum Options-SL-30 hours; HL-45 hours.

          The curriculum options give us the opportunity


to explore a specialty area of biology in both 

          breadth and depth. The coverage for HL is

          comparable to university courses. The options


will cover ecology, neurobiology, and behavior.  

E. Additional Higher Level (AHL) material- 

     HL only- 55 hours.  

     This block of material covers the same core

     material topics units as above (part A), but


now in greater depth. The depth of coverage is

          comparable to the first-year biology course

          offered at most universities.


HL students will also cover the following topics:



1. Nucleic Acid and Proteins



2. Cell Respiration



3. Genetics



4. Human Reproduction



5. Defense Against Infectious Disease



6. Nerves, Muscles and Movement



7. Excretion



8. Plant Science

IB Chemistry SL

A core of material is studied in IB Chemistry SL.  This is supplemented by the study of options.  Eighty hours will focus on the core curriculum: stoichiometry, atomic theory, periodicity, bonding, states of matter, energetics, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reductions, and organic chemistry.  Another thirty hours will be spent on two of the following optional topic areas: medicine and drugs, human biochemistry, environmental chemistry, chemical industries or fuels and energy.  

Forty hours will be devoted to the Internal Assessments (IA).  There are eight different assessment criteria used to assess the investigations: planning (a), planning (b), data collection, data processing and presentation, conclusion and evaluation, manipulation skills, personal skills (a), and personal skills (b).  Each candidate must be assessed at least twice on each of the eight criteria.  The two marks for each criterion are added together to determine the final mark out of 48 for the IA component.  This will then be scaled at IBCA to give a total of 24%.

There is a Group 4 project that will take 10-15 hours.  It allows students to appreciate the environment as well as the social and ethical implications of science.  It may also help them understand the limitation of scientific study.  The emphasis is on interdisciplinary cooperation and the process involved in scientific investigation rather than the products of such investigation.  The exercise should be a collaborative experience where concepts and perceptions from across the group 4 disciplines are shared.  The intention is that students analyze a topic or problem, which can be investigated in each of the science disciplines offered.

IB Physics
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies.

Despite the exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of physics, observations remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to understand observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain the observations.

Through studying a science subject students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, the emphasis is on a practical approach. In addition, through the overarching theme of the “Nature of Science” this knowledge and skills will be put into the context of the way science and scientists work in the 21st century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific endeavor. 

The sciences are taught practically. Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and communicate their findings. The investigations may be laboratory based or they may make use of simulations and data bases. Students develop the skills to work independently on their own design, but also collegiately, including collaboration with schools in different regions, to mirror the way in which scientific research is conducted in the wider community.

IB History of the Americas HL
History is a dynamic, contested, evidence-based discipline that involves an exciting engagement with the past.

History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple perspectives and opinions. Studying history develops an understanding of the past, which leads to a deeper understanding of the nature of humans and of the world today.

The Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a world history course based on a comparative, multi-perspective approach to history and focused around key historical concepts such as change, causation and significance. It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, encouraging students to think historically and to develop historical skills. In this way, the course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past.

The DP history course requires students to study and compare examples from different regions of the world, helping to foster international mindedness. Teachers have a great deal of freedom to choose relevant examples to explore with their students, helping to ensure that the course meets their students’ needs and interests regardless of their location or context.

IB Lang & Lit A1 HL

Year 1
Introduction to Language in Cultural Context (Part I)
Rhetorical Analysis
Language & Power:

The Value of Speech in American Society
Language and the Individual
For the Literature Texts & Contexts section, this unit focuses on texts where characters/narrators develop rich inner lives, either by choice or because of restricted external circumstances, and with both hopeful and tragic results.  The central texts would consist of Solzhenitsyn’s One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and the poems of Emily Dickinson. 
Supplemental texts could include poems by John Donne and Robert Frost. They could include a play like Death of a Salesman or a novel like Brave New World as well as excerpts from memoirs or other nonfiction essays.

Year 2

Language & Mass Communication—The Use of Persuasive Language (Advertising)
The Medium is the Message
Media Stereotypes
For the Critical Study section, works were grouped from Achebe, Defoe, and Shakespeare. Their works would form the central texts for examination of imperialism.  Supplement these texts would be poems, essays, and speeches, such as Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden,” Sherman’s “On the Amtrak from Boston to New York City,” Wainaina’s “How to Write about Africa,” and Aaron Huey’s TedTalk “America’s Native Prisoners of War.”    Additionally, students would read critical essays, beginning with Achebe’s criticism of Conrad’s Heart of Darkness (including his charge that Conrad was a “bloody racist.”)

By collecting pieces from authors around the world (European, American, African), this unit is designed to more explicitly address IB’s focus on international-mindedness. By studying these different texts AND the different reactions to them, students should become more aware of how a reader’s cultural background and assumptions affect their interpretation of a text.

IB Lang Acquisition B 

The language B Standard Level (SL) and language B Higher Level (HL) courses are language acquisition courses for students with some previous experience of the target language.

The distinction between language B SL and HL can been seen in the number of recommended teaching hours, the level of competency the student is expected to develop in receptive, productive and interactive skills, and that HL students are required to study two literary works originally written in the target language. 

Students develop the ability to communicate in the target language through the study of language, themes and texts.  In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how language works.  Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive skills across a range of contexts and purposes that are appropriate to the level of the course (and beyond those for language ab initio).

The language B syllabus is organized into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human ingenuity, social organization and sharing the planet.  Optional recommended topics and possible questions for each theme are presented in the guide, but are not prescribed.

IB Math Studies SL

The student will need to be enrolled in Functions and Statistics for two trimesters followed by the third trimester to cover materials specific for the test.

This course is designed to get the successful student ready for college and is specifically geared toward the IB Math Studies exam.  The topics to be covered include statistics, functions, trigonometry, logic and sets, accuracy, vectors, three-dimensional applications, graph theory, matrices, longitude and latitude, business techniques and sequences.  Students must produce a project- a piece of written work based on personal research.  The students most likely to select this course are those whose main interests lie outside the field of math.  Any junior or senior meeting the prerequisites may take this class.  

IB Visual Arts SL
Prerequisites: Art 1 and Ceramics 1 

This course will take two years to complete at the standard level.

Phase 1:

Immersion into a variety of textural, decorative, and artistic techniques to promote exposure and experimentation in clay and glazes.

IB Visual Arts students do not have to have Ceramics as their major focus.  They can focus on drawing, painting, sculpture, and photography or any area of art.  Since my studio has 25 potter’s wheels, two electric kilns, and a Raku kiln. Students may want to take advantage of the facilities but can select any medium or many media.

Phase 2:

Introduction: Art History

Critiquing Process-students were regularly involved in critiques in both Art 1 and Ceramics 1 but will do so in more depth (describe, analyze, interpret, evaluate)

Artistic Vocabulary

How to research an artist in their IWB (sketchbooks)

Analyze various artists in their sketchbooks

Fieldtrip to art museum or art gallery

Written critique on art gallery visits

Begin developing personal direction in one’s studio work

Students will have a run through show of their work to prepare them for the following year

IB Music HL

The IB music course provides an opportunity for students to actualize and synthesize all of their performance skills, theoretical knowledge, and musical abilities through experience with the IB Curriculum. The five tenets of the CCHS IB Music Course are:

1. Fundamentals of Music/Music Theory.

2. Music Appreciation.

3. Analysis of Music. 

4. Music As A Cultural Phenomenon. 

5. Music In A Historical Context. 

Students at both the Higher Level and Standard Level will be expected to execute:
1. The development and refinement of performance skills via the collaborative and individual music making process. Additionally, students will be asked to perform in both the role of performer and composer. 

2. The precise use of musical jargon, terminology, and vocabulary to explain and describe their full understanding of music. 

3. Skills that will aide in the student in deliberating and discussing their perceptual response to music. 

4. An understanding of music in relation to historical time, artistic relevance, and metric space. 

IB Theatre SL
Theatre is a practical subject that encourages discovery through experimentation, the taking of risks and the presentation of ideas to others. It results in the development of both theatre and life skills; the building of confidence, creativity and working collaboratively.

The IB Diploma Programme theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making course of study. It gives students the opportunity to make theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers. It emphasizes the importance of working both individually and collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, transforming ideas into action as inquisitive and productive artists.

Students experience the course from contrasting artistic perspectives. They learn to apply research and theory to inform and to contextualize their work. The theatre course encourages students to appreciate that through the processes of researching, creating, preparing, presenting and critically reflecting on theatre— as participants and audience members—they gain a richer understanding of themselves, their community and the world.

Through the study of theatre, students become aware of their own personal and cultural perspectives, developing an appreciation of the diversity of theatre practices, their processes and their modes of presentation. It enables students to discover and engage with different forms of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes international-mindedness.

IB Diploma Requirements along with the 6 exams:
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

CAS is at the heart of the IB Diploma Candidate curriculum.  It is a framework for experiential learning which emphasizes learning by participation and reflecting upon real events that have a real impact on one’s own life and the lives of others.

The CAS requirements for Diploma Candidates are a commitment to a two-year CAS program with a satisfactory completion of a minimum of 150 approved CAS hours with a breakdown of 50 in each of creativity, action and service.  Such hours might include being involved with music, dance, theatre, creative writing, managing a team, initiating a fund raiser, organizing a youth sports activity, or helping with any number of community volunteer projects.  Documentation of CAS hours and reflections is maintained in a notebook housed in the CAS coordinator’s room.  Each IB student involved must complete an Activity Self-evaluation and Final Reflective CAS essay.  All students are expected to abide by the IBO and HHS deadlines for submission of hours, forms and other components prescribed by the HHS CAS Coordinator.

CAS hours may begin the summer of the junior year.  A calendar of due dates will be distributed at the end of the sophomore year.  

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)

As part of the IB Diploma Program core, Theory of Knowledge aims to develop a fascination with the richness of knowledge as a human endeavor. Course work is designed to increase students’ awareness of how knowledge is constructed, critically examined, evaluated and renewed by communities and individuals. It encourages students to reflect on their experiences as learners and to make connections between academic disciplines while learning to recognize the diversity of ways of thinking both individually and among and across communities, areas of knowledge and ways of knowing. Emphasis is placed on consideration of the personal responsibilities as a global citizen that originates from this experience.

Students actively engage in group discussions designed to improve oral communication skills that reflect their understanding of their readings and viewings of world class philosophers from across the disciplines. Critical writing skills that reflect historical perspective, modern thought and future trends are developed by keeping a personal journal and constructing essays in response to specific prompts. Self-assessment tools are made available that allow these writers to improve their clarity, logic and quality of analysis while examining knowledge issues. Additionally, students design and create presentations and performances that allow venues for creative expression. Field trips and guest lecturers from the arts and sciences are also incorporated.

Because of its interdisciplinary nature, TOK is often considered to be one of the most engaging classes students encounter. The TOK classroom is rich in technology, curriculum resources, and creative minds.
Extended Essay (EE)

A diploma candidate must complete and submit an extended essay. The EE is defined as an in-depth study of a limited topic within a subject.  Its purpose is to provide candidates with an opportunity to engage in independent research. Emphasis is placed on the process or engaging in personal research, on the communication of ideas and information in a logical and coherent manner, and on the overall presentation of the EE in compliance with these guidelines. Many of these general issues, such as the way in which information is handled, the level of analysis and the quality of argument, are assessed through the general assessment criteria. Once an appropriate topic has been chosen, candidates will narrow the focus of the investigation and formulate a specific research question. Work on the EE is expected to occupy approximately 40 hours and must be done under the direct supervision of an appropriate teacher at the school.  Each student is responsible for contacting a teacher to be her/his supervisor. The EE must be submitted in one of the subjects of the Diploma Program available for the EE and must meet general and subject-specific criteria. Students must have topics approved by the IB Coordinator. The IBC will give the supervisor information on the EE as to what is expected.  

The EE contributes to the overall diploma score through the award of points in conjunction with the ToK essay.  A maximum of three points can be awarded according to a candidate’s combined performance in both the EE and ToK. Points awarded are determined by the combination of the performance levels according to a matrix.

The Learner Profile:

The attributes and descriptors of the learner profile define the type of learner the IBO hopes to develop through its programs. It originated in the PYP where it was called the “PYP student profile”, but practitioners from all three programs identified it as a set of qualities that could also enhance learning in the MYP and the Diploma Program—learning that should not come to a stop at the age of 11, but should carry through to the completion of the Diploma Program. It is now called the “IB learner profile” to make it applicable to all students and adults involved in the implementation of IB programs, that is, to the IBO community of learners.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable learners explore concepts, ideas, and issues that have local and global significance.

In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers use initiative, critically and creatively applying thinking skills to recognize and approach complex problems and make reasoned ethical decisions.

Communicators understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled learners act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded learners understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values, and traditions of others. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points

of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring learners show empathy, compassion, and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service and act to make a positive difference in others’ lives and the environment.

Risk-takers approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas,
and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced learners understand the importance of intellectual, physical, and emotional balance

to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective learners give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to

support their learning and personal development.
From the Handbook of Procedures:

Article 11: Grades

Performance in each of the six IB diploma subjects is graded on a scale of 1 point (min) to 7 points (max).  A maximum of 3 points is awarded for combined performance in theory of knowledge and the extended essay. The maximum total Diploma Programme point score is therefore 45.

Article 12: Award of the diploma

The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 24 points, provided all the following requirements have been met:

*numeric grades have been awarded in all 6 subjects

 Registered for the diploma

*an approved programme of CAS has been completed

*grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded

 for ToK and an extended essay, with a grade of at least 

 a D in both of them

*there is no grade 1 in any subject

*there is no more than two grade 2 (SL or HL)
*there is no more than one grade 2 at the SL

*overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or

 below

*at least 12 points have been gained on HL subjects 

*at least 9 points have been gained on SLs (candidates

 who register for 2 SLs must gain at least 5 points at SL)

*the final award committee has not judged the candidate

 guilty of malpractice

